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23 June 2009 

Press Statement 

Voluntary Sector Response to Dundee’s HMIe Child Protection Inspection Report.
We were pleased the HMIe Inspectors have highlighted the very positive and valuable contribution of the voluntary sector in a number of areas within the report. 
A key strength the inspectors found was the support provided by both statutory and voluntary services working to improve the wellbeing of vulnerable children and families in the city.

Clearly the report has identified a number of areas for improvement and we shall continue to work with the statutory agencies to contribute to the delivery of the action plan which addresses the main findings of the report. As a sector we will continue to strengthen our approach to partnership working in the delivery of child protection services in Dundee. 
Of the 130 child care services in the city approximately 50 of these are provided by the voluntary sector. Both large and small organisations offer a range of key services, projects and groups which have a specific or significant remit in protecting and supporting vulnerable children in the city. The inspectors recognised the ability of some voluntary organisations to be able to provide tailored support to take account of the individual circumstances of vulnerable children and families.   
Notes 
Dundee Voluntary Action is the local Council for Voluntary Service.  DVA actively promotes the interests and serves the needs of the voluntary sector in Dundee. For children services this is achieved through Every Child Matters and Cracking Youth Work Forums who provide voluntary sector representation to the Dundee Integrated Children Services structure including the Dundee Children and Young Person’s Protection Committee.
There are 1200 voluntary organisations many of who work with children and families. Those that work with children and families deliver a range of services from birth through to adulthood; providing support for parents and kinship carers. Voluntary organisations often work with the most vulnerable in society.
This Press Statement was issue on behalf of voluntary organisations providing child and family Services in Dundee by Christine Lowden, Deputy Chief Executive,  Dundee Voluntary Action, Number Ten, 10 Constitution Road, Dundee. DD1 1LL. Tel: (01382) 305731. Fax (01382) 305729. Email: christinelowden@number10.org. Website: www.d-v-a.org.uk Scottish Charities No: SC000487. A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in Scotland as Dundee Voluntary Action Ltd., No: 93088. Registered address as above. VAT Registration No: 735-0040-75.
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